
 



Vespers for the First Sunday of Advent 

Welcome: Sister Michele Bisbey, CDP Provincial 

Call to Prayer:   

O God, who looks deep within and transforms our darkness into light, shine the 

light of your face on all people this Advent.  (Caryll Houselander) 

Evening Hymn:  We will sing verses 1, 3, and 6. 

 

 



Blessing of Advent Wreath and Candles for Windows 

Please follow the Cantor for the sung refrain of Psalm 141. 

 

 
 

 

Prayer Over Advent Wreath: 

Lord God, your people joyfully await the coming of our Savior, who 

enlightens our hearts and dispels the darkness of discord and injustice. 

Pour forth you blessings upon us as we light the candles of this wreath; may 

their light reflect the splendor of Jesus and the love of our Provident God.  

Amen. 

 

Prayer Over the Candles: 

According to an old Christian tradition, a lighted candle in the window is a 

sign that inside are people waiting to welcome wayfarers with warm and 

affectionate hospitality. In that spirit, we will keep lighted candles in the 

windows of our homes and chapels throughout the Advent and Christmas 

seasons to be a guiding light for those who are seeking shelter, love and 

peace.  We bless these candles in the name of our Provident God and in the 

spirit of Mother Marie de Laroche who said, "The darkest paths 

lead to light through love and grace."  

 

 



Psalm One 

Antiphon:  The Lord will come soon, will not delay, the Lord will make the 

darkest places bright.  (from the Monastic Liturgy) 

1. I pray with upraised eyes, Drop down, O dew of Heaven, that God might 

walk and talk on earth, might heal and feed our needy world. 

 

2.  My prayers like searchlights comb the winter skies. Descend from these 

skies to green with your grace our barren earth. 

 

1.  Such an Advent waiting prayer can be a lifelong profession of patient 

longing, unless I know, with all my heart that Emmanuel not only comes 

down but also comes forth and emerges. 

 

2.  Come forth from deep within me with Christmas luminous beauty, for my 

heart has become the sacred crib, the birthing place of God-among-us.  

 

1.  Peace on earth and justice for all will only become manifest in our lives 

when your daughters and sons awaken to your divine design that has made 

each of us an Emmanuel for our world. 

 

Antiphon:  The Lord will come soon, will not delay, the Lord will make the 

darkest places bright. 

 

Psalm Prayer:   

Provident God, our hearts desire the warmth of your love and our minds 

are searching for the light of your Word.  Increase our longing for Jesus, our 

Savior, and give us the strength to grow in love, that the dawn of his 

coming may find us rejoicing in his presence and welcoming the light of his 

truth.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord.   

All:  Amen. 

 

 



Psalm Two 

 

Antiphon:    

 

                
 

                             Christ,     cir  -  cle    round       us.              Christ,   may  your  light sur - 
 

               

              round    us.       Shine     in    our   liv  -  ing.          Fill   our hearts 
 

            
 

                            with  great  thanks  giv    -           ing. 

 

1. Isaiah of old prayed:  “Let the earth open wide as justice descends, O 

heavens,  

Like the dew from above, like gentle showers, let salvation fall from the 

skies; 

Let justice spring up and salvation bud forth.”  

 

2. Come, gentle rain of Advent-tide, soak deep into my heart. 

Make buds appear on my heart’s barren rosebush and blooms on its dried 

flower stalks. 

 

1.  Come, showers of silence and wet my soul; soak deeply with your fertile 

fingers, dripping heaven’s dew. 

May I come forth from my times of prayer as from a bath;  

Refreshed, renewed, revitalized. 

 

2. Advent prayer of December stillness, dampen my dry soul. 

Coax forth green leaves of the Spirit and bring forth buds of bright flowers. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



1. May souls that love bring out awesome gifts, for Emmanuel, God-among-us 

is awakened by the gentle mists of Advent longing and is eager to give gifts 

of love, presents of your Presence. 

 

2.  O Prince of Peace, make me ready to shower down Emmanuel’s justice and 

peace upon all I meet this Advent. 

 

Antiphon (sung):   Christ, circle round us, Christ, may your light surround us, 

                                  Shine in our living, Fill our hearts with great thanksgiving. 

 

Psalm Prayer: 

As the Prophet Isaiah prayed for justice and salvation to rain down from the 

heavens and come forth from the earth, we pray:  Come, Radiant God, fill 

us with your grace that we may bring forth your justice and peace on earth.  

We ask this in Jesus’ name.   

All:  Amen. 

 

Gospel:    

Reader: 
Our illumination this First Week of Advent references five distinct proclamations 
from Jesus about himself in the Gospel of John.  Following the feeding of the 
multitudes, the people search him out wanting more of the same.  
 
Voice of Jesus: “I am the Bread of Life” 
 
Reader:  Jesus declares to a stunned audience.  (John 6:35). He goes on to say, 
“whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty.” 
 
Later, after an encounter with a crowd who wants to stone a woman accused of 
adultery, Jesus says to a similarly shocked audience,  
 
Voice of Jesus:  “I am the light of the world” (8:12) 



Reader:  And then promises, “whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” 
 
After healing a blind man to the dismay of the Pharisees who protest, “Surely we 
are not blind, are we?” (9:40), Jesus tells them that “anyone who does not enter 
the sheepfold by the gate . . . is a thief and a bandit” (10:1). Anticipating their 
bewilderment and confusion, Jesus makes his meaning perfectly clear:  
Voice of Jesus:  “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.”  
 
Reader:  He goes on to say, “who enters through me will be saved. They will come 
in and go out, and find pasture... I have come that they may have life and have it 
to the full.” 
To the disciples who want explicit directions about where to find Jesus when he 
leaves them, Jesus says,  
 
Voice of Jesus:  “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (14:6).  
 
Reader:  And not long after, Jesus further declares,  
 
Voice of Jesus:  “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower” (15:1).  
 
Reader:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
 
All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Time of Reflection: 
 
Let us take some time to reflect upon the names of Jesus in this Gospel and in the 
illumination from the Saint John’s Bible.  Here are some questions to ponder:  
 
How do you understand these five names for Jesus? What is revealed in each? 
Which name resonates with you the most? Which one the least? Why? 
 
Collection: 

 

 While some quiet music plays, we will take up a collection for the homeless.  

 



Magnificat:   

 

 
 

 

Prayers of Intercession: Our response will be, “Provident God, hear our prayer.” 

 

Jesus said, I am the Bread of Life.  May we be nourished in the gift of the Eucharist 

and in turn become bread for others.  We pray: 



 

Jesus said, I am the Light of the World.  May that light illuminate our hearts so 

that we may be Christ’s light to those who dwell in darkness.  We pray: 

 

Jesus said, I am the Gate for the sheep; whoever enters through me will be saved.  

May we rest in the knowledge of God’s loving care for us and open our gate 

to welcome those who are most vulnerable in this world: the poor, the 

lonely, and the forgotten.  We pray: 

 

Jesus said, I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.  May we always seek to live 

in the light of God’s truth and be bold to speak out against the injustices in 

our world.  We pray: 

 

Jesus said, I am the true Vine, and my Father is the vine grower.  May we 

recognize that God will give us the strength we need to carry out the 

mission of justice, love and peace in our troubled world.  We pray: 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:  Let us sing the words of Jesus who is our Emmanuel. 

 

Sign of Peace:  Let us extend to one another the peace of Christ. 

 

Closing Prayer: 

O God, open our hearts to prepare the way for the coming of Christ.  May 

your Light guide us on our Advent journey to share the promise of 

Emmanuel, God-among-us, with all we encounter along the way.  We ask 

this in the name of our Provident God.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Closing Song:  We will sing verses 1 & 2. 

 

 

 
 

Psalm settings based on the writings of Edward Hayes 

in Prayers for a Planetary Pilgrim 


