
Reflection for Sr. Natalie's funeral 
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In the earliest days of Sr. Natalie's life in community, and that of many in 

the chapel today, some meals were eaten in silence while a Sister read from 

Thomas a' Kempis' 15th Century book, "The Imitation of Christ." Its dour 

precepts often provided indigestion, but the importance of that book that 

lasted six centuries was that it reminded us as young religious that our task was 

to imitate Christ in all hat we did. Sister Natalie certainly took that task to 

heart. 

But in trying to imitate Jesus, we realize that there are many images of 

Jesus that fill the pages of Scripture: There is Jesus the Teacher, providing 

Beatitudes to the multitudes from a mountainside, or trying to help his apostles 

to understand why he had come to earth. Sr. Natalie certainly imitated Christ 

the Teacher for most of her life. There is the image of Christ, the compassionate 

healer of the sick. In the later years of Sister Natalie's life, she was permitted to 

tend to her mother's last days, and she spent years visiting and caring for the 

elderly Sisters once she returned to the Motherhouse. There is the 

overwhelming image of the Suffering Christ in Gethsemane and on Calvary, and 










